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WE WILL MEET IN PERSON ON SUNDAY, MARCH 19, 1:00 PM AT THE 

FRANCISCAN MONASTERY FOR LUNCH AND ON ZOOM AT 1:30. 

 

For our infirm members, please join on Zoom by 1:30: 
• To join by computer, use this link:   

• To join by phone, call 301-715-8592   Meeting ID  

 

Fraternity Meeting Agenda: Sunday, March 19, 2023, 1:00 pm  

• Lunch and social 1:00-1:30 pm 
• Opening prayer 1:30 pm  
• News and announcements 
• Ongoing formation 

• Evening Prayer and Closing 

 

Please pray for our members: Amy Bilyeau, Maria Louisa Correa and family, 

Michele Dunne’s mother Diane, Sarah Faizi and her friend Ron Harner, Nancy 
McCleary, Carol Petro, George Ramsey, Bill Richardson. 

 

Contacting Council   

Minister  Michele Dunne  202-412-1210            micheleddunne@gmail.com  

Vice Minister Joseph Gigliotti 202-251-7336   gigliottilaw@gmail.com  

Secretary vacant 
Treasurer Francoise Bidiki 443-518-6367   kimbekele@gmail.com  

Formation Dir Mary Gigliotti  202-251-7660   mmamsop@aol.com  

Spiritual Asst  Fr. Jim Gardiner 202-526-6800 x374                jgardiner@atonementfriars.org  

Councilor  Bill Richardson 301-848-7390                richardson4645@yahoo.com 

 

St. Margaret of Cortona Regional Council  
Bob Longo (Minister)        blongosfo@gmail.com  

Janice Benton (DC Metro Area Councilor)    jbentonsfo@gmail.com 

National Fraternity  

Jane DeRose-Bamman (Minister)     ofsusaminister@gmail.com 
   
Our fraternity website:      https://dcsfo.org/ 
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March Reflection 

 
Michele Dunne OFS 

 
Recently I had an experience that highlighted some of the tensions in our beloved 
Catholic Church. On one Friday evening, our parish had scheduled an hour of 
Eucharistic Adoration followed directly by an annual Mass to Relieve Hunger.  
 
The hour of Adoration went a bit over time, and as the time for the Hunger Mass 
approached, two different groups of people starting crossing paths in the sanctuary. The 
people who had participated in Adoration were still on their knees while people started 
arriving for the mass and bringing their bags of food up to the altar. The musicians for 
the Hunger Mass started setting up their sound equipment as quietly as they could, but 
then several members of the choir, believing Adoration was over, started crossing the 
altar to the choir area before they realized that the deacon was still in the process of 
replacing the Eucharist in the Tabernacle. Once adoration was over, a woman wearing 
a lace mantilla came over to the red-faced choir and berated them for “displeasing 
God.”  
 
Perhaps the whole incident could be attributed to awkward scheduling, but it also felt 
like a culture clash. It reminded me of something a parish priest said to me a few years 
ago: “I’ve noticed that whenever I hold a prayer activity certain people always show up 
and whenever I hold a service activity certain people always show up—and they are not 
the same people.” On that Friday evening in my church, I wondered if the adoration 
people considered the hunger mass people irreverent, and if the hunger mass people 
considered the adoration people irrelevant.  
 
I was left wondering whether it is possible for us to love each other a little bit more and 
to give each other the benefit of the doubt. Each of us is on his or her own journey, 
learning day by day how much God loves us and how to love Him, whether we are on 
our knees before the Eucharist or filling bags of food for the poor. St. Francis did both, 
giving us an inspiring example of a life combining prayer and service. As we look on our 
fellow Catholics, let us remember Francis’ humble, nonjudgmental words at the end of 
his life: “I have done what was mine to do; may God show you what is yours.”  
  

 


